
Tails & Tales:
A Summer Reading Adventure



Chapter 1—The Attic & Forest

“It’s hot and I’m bored,” said Mateo.  He was lying on the floor next to the couch
in the living room of Sophie’s aunt’s house.  He had his arms stretched over his head
and his legs spread wide.

Sophie was sitting on the couch with her head back, staring at the ceiling.  She
had so much fun last summer that she asked her parents if she could visit her Aunt Joy
again this year.  But the day was so hot, and Aunt Joy didn’t have an air conditioner in
her old home.

“We could always—,” started Noah.

“I know!” Mateo interrupted, sitting up.  “Let’s read a book from the attic!” Ever
since last summer’s adventure in Sivad Yrarbil, Mateo had been anxious to try another
book.  Before Sophie or Noah could respond, Mateo bounced up from the floor and
darted up the stairs.

“Isn’t this what happened last year?” Sophie asked Noah as they chased Mateo
up the stairs.

“Uh huh,” nodded Noah.  By the time Sophie and Noah had caught up with
Mateo, he was kneeling down in front of the old trunk from last year’s adventure.  It was
filled with books.  Mateo was picking up books, reading titles, and then discarding them
on the floor.

Sophie gasped, “What are you doing?  You shouldn’t be doing that!  Aunt Joy
says you shouldn’t throw books.  And she would know. She used to be a librarian.”

Mateo didn’t respond, he simply continued to pick up and toss a few more books
with a look of intense concentration.  Then he stopped and held one up.

“This one!  I want this one!” he shouted in excitement.

“What is it?” asked Noah.

Sophie looked confused, “An animal encyclopedia? Why would you--”  Before
she could say any more, Mateo had opened the book and there was a bright flash of
light.  Standing before them was a young woman who looked like she had freckles and
wore a spotted dress.

Noah gasped, “Those are words!”

Sophie saw it now.  Those weren’t freckles and spots. This young woman was
made up entirely of words.  Every word made up a part of her: her skin, her clothes, her
hair.  Everything was a string of words.
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“Hello.” The woman’s voice reminded Sophie of her mom’s phone when it talked
to her.  “My name is DCL Animal Encyclopedia, but you may call me...Enna.  How may I
help you?”

“Aw, nuts!” exclaimed Mateo.  “I was hoping some animals would appear.”

“Oh, yeah,” said Sophie, “why didn’t any animals appear?”

After a second Noah responded, “This is an encyclopedia. You have to look for
the information you want.  Maybe we should try asking—”

“Great idea!” interrupted Mateo, “What was your name again?  Enna?  Enna, we
want to see bears!”

“STOP!” shouted Sophie and Noah, but it was too late. The room swirled around
them.  The colors mixed together and all the kids felt like they were falling.  It went on
for so long that they all started to feel a little sick.  Then everything lurched to a stop and
they all fell down.

As they stood up to figure out where they were, they heard a bluebird singing in
the trees.  They looked around and saw they were in a forest in front of a cave.

“What have you done?” whispered Sophie, in that way you whisper when you’re
trying to yell at the same time.  “Where are we?”

“I don’t know,” said Mateo in his normal voice.  “Where are the bears?”

“Are you crazy?” whisper-shouted Sophie.  “We could be attacked any minute!
And keep your voice down!”

“I have a bad feeling about this,” whisper-moaned Noah.

A low growl came from the cave.  Noah turned pale.

“Hide!” whisper-shouted Sophie at the same time Mateo said, “Cool!”

Sophie and Noah pulled Mateo behind a bush just as a bear wandered out from
the mouth of the cave.  It stopped to sniff the air. Mateo started to stand up like he
wanted a closer look.  Sophie pulled him down again while Noah clamped a hand over
Mateo’s mouth.

“Don’t move!  Don’t talk!” This time Sophie didn’t even whisper.  She just
mouthed the words, but it was obvious she would have been yelling if the words had
been said aloud.
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The bear took some time to nibble on some berries nearby.  Stopped and sniffed
the air again, and, finally, chose a direction to move and started lumbering away.  It was
a long while after that before Sophie or Noah let Mateo go.

“Hey!  Why’d you do that?” were the first words out of Mateo’s mouth.

“That was a bear!” Noah yelled.

Sophie and Mateo both looked at Noah and then at each other and then back at
Noah.  Noah never yelled.  It took another few moments for Mateo’s brain to catch up
and for him to realize that Noah had answered his question.

“Yeah, I know!  That was so cool!” Mateo responded. “I wonder what we can see
next.  Hey, Enna!” Mateo ended with a shout.  “Enna! Where are you?”

Enna appeared once more before them.  “I am here. How may I help you?”

“I wanna see—” Mateo’s mouth was clamped shut once again by Noah.

“Wait,” Noah responded to the mad look Mateo sent him.  “There may be rules or
instructions.  Let’s find out how we get home, if we can get hurt, and, well, just anything
else before you send us somewhere else dangerous. Okay?”

Noah could see that Mateo understood, so he released his hand.

“Noah, dude, you need to stop doing that!  That hurts!” Mateo rubbed his face.

“Sorry,” Noah responded.
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“But he does have a point,” Sophie interjected.  “We need to talk about what we
want to ask before we ask Enna to take us anywhere else.”

Sophie, Noah, and Mateo talked for a few minutes while Enna stood patiently
waiting without any expression on her face.  The three of them finally decided that
Sophie should ask the questions.  She always seemed to have questions, so she would
probably think of things they didn’t plan to say.

“Ok,” started Sophie, “first question.  Where are we?”

“You are in the forest biome of the DCL Animal Encyclopedia.” Enna responded.

“What’s a biome?”

“A biome is a place where plants and animals live. Specific plants and animals
live in specific biomes.  For example, a bear is an animal that lives in a forest biome
with other animals and plants that belong in the forest.”

“Ok, well, uh,” Sophie took a second to think about that answer.  “So, like a
penguin would live in a polar biome?”

“Correct,” responded Enna.

“Good to know,” responded Noah.

“Yeah.  Okay, well, next question.  Are there any rules or instructions you can
give us?” said Sophie.

“Yes.  There are three rules you must follow while traveling through the DCL
Animal Encyclopedia.  First, while visiting each biome, you will need to collect some
evidence of your visit.  Your evidence must represent something you learned while in
the biome.  Second, you may call on me to answer questions a total of three times
throughout your journey.  Third, to travel home, you must call my name and deliver the
evidence of your travels.”

“Why?” asked Sophie.

“I do not understand.  Please rephrase the question.”

“Why only three times?  Why travel to all the biomes? Why collect evidence?”
she would have continued, but Enna had already started to answer and Sophie wanted
to hear what she said.

“The DCL Animal Encyclopedia’s purpose is to help children learn about the
animals and their biomes.  To ensure that the children who visit are truly learning from
their visit, the rules were established.”
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“Do we have to visit every biome?” Sophie asked.

“You must visit at least five biomes each time you enter the DCL Animal
Encyclopedia.”

“Does this count as one of our three chances to ask you questions?”

“Yes.  You have three times after my first appearance to call on me to answer
questions.  This is my second appearance.  You have two more opportunities to call on
me to answer questions.”

“When we ask to go to a new biome, does that count as a question time?”

“No.” Enna responded.

Sophie turned to the brothers, “Well, have we learned anything?”

“I didn’t know that bears lived in caves or ate berries. I thought they just ate fish
and honey and stuff,” said Mateo.

“I’ll grab some berries,” said Sophie, “but I don’t think I should keep them in my
pockets.  Where should we put them?”

Noah turned to Enna and asked, “Do you have a bag or pouch to collect our
‘evidence’?”

A plain, blue bag appeared at his feet.  It was the kind of bag that you could wear
on your back and had strings for the straps.

“You may collect and place your evidence here.”

“Cool!” said Mateo, “Now let’s head to the savanna and see some lions, Enna!”

“WAIT!” Sophie and Noah yelled, but the forest had already started to swirl
around them.

Lo�k��� fo� ��r�? Cli�� �n ��� li�� b���� to ���t��u� yo�� ��n �u�m�� ��ve���r��...

Bear in a Cave template
Bear in a Cave Craft instructions

Bluebird Coloring Page
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/153IQ3R6DGMXqpcpQh42fGkJ_J7veuABL/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1oSe6uPHoNEJbs1sX4nWML3k41I3JvooT/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nvcuXyRNroCrxeNmWtpDuOiaTX4mPa-U/view?usp=sharing

