
“NOW,” SAID MATEO, “LET’S HEAD TO THE SAVANNA, ENNA!”
“WAIT!” SOPHIE AND NOAH YELLED, BUT THE FOREST HAD ALREADY STARTED TO SWIRL

AROUND THEM.
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Chapter 2—The Savanna

They started falling, but only fell for a few seconds this time before they fell to
the ground.  They were all sitting in grass on a hill.

“What’s wrong?” Mateo asked.  “I thought we wanted to see lions and stuff.  And
Noah said that lions were found in the savanna biome. So what’s the problem?”

“Mateo!  We had more questions, remember?  If we call her back now, we’ll only
have one more question time left and we still have to visit three more places.”  Sophie
walked over to Noah and placed the berries in the bag he was still holding.  Noah put
the bag on his back.

“Oh, yeah, sorry,” Mateo agreed, “I forgot.  I mean, this is so cool, don’t you
think?  We actually get to visit places we’ve never been and see animals we’ve only
ever seen at the zoo.  I just got so excited to see the rest, I forgot we had more
questions.  Besides,” Mateo tried to sound confident, “we asked all the important
questions, right?”

“Except if we can get hurt while we’re here,” Noah reminded him.

“Oh, yeah, that one.  Well,” Mateo countered, “we’ll just have to be careful.”

Noah rolled his eyes.  Mateo was never careful.

“Okay,” commented Sophie, “let’s look around and see if we can learn anything.”

After a few minutes Mateo asked, “Why is it so green? Whenever I see pictures
of lions they’re always in tall yellow grass.  I thought that was supposed to help them be
camouflaged.”

“What’s camouflage?” asked Sophie.

Noah answered, “Camouflage is what animals use to blend in with the
background.  It makes it harder for you to see them. Some animals, like lions, use
camouflage so they can’t be seen by the animals they eat.  Other animals, like zebras
and giraffes use camouflage so they can’t be seen by animals that want to eat them.”

“Now you’re starting to sound like Enna,” laughed Mateo.

Noah blushed.

Sophie held back a small giggle, and replied, “No you didn’t.  Not really.  That
was great.  I completely understood what you meant. Thanks.”

Noah’s blush turned more red.
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“Hey, look,” called Mateo, “elephants?”

They all turned to look where Mateo was pointing. At first, it was hard to see, but
after a moment you could see the difference between the gray elephants and the green
grass and bushes around them.  When they turned to look where they were headed,
they saw a small pond.

“I think there’s something else by that watering hole,” said Sophie.

“Watering hole?” asked Noah, “What’s that?”

Sophie stood up straight and looked straight ahead, pretending to be Enna.  “A
watering hole is another word for a body of water like a pond or a lake where animals go
to get water.”  Then she giggled and spoiled the effect.

Noah and Mateo laughed with her.

“You were right,” responded Mateo.  “Noah wasn’t Enna.  You were definitely
Enna.”

They all laughed for another minute.

“Hey, I think we can take a closer look without getting into too much trouble,”
commented Noah.  “Follow me.”

Sophie and Mateo followed Noah as they picked their way through the grass and
bushes.  There were also some trees, but you had to walk a few steps or more to get
from one to another.  They stopped on a hill closer to the watering hole, but not too
close.

“Why’d we stop here?” asked Mateo.

“I want to stay far enough back so we can stay safe in case of any predators.”
responded Noah.

“What are predators?”

“Predators are animals that eat other animals, like lions and cheetahs and stuff,”
Noah answered.  “The animals that get eaten are called prey.”

“Cool,” replied Mateo.

The children stayed for a while on the hill watching different animals come and
go.  All of the prey, like zebras and gazelles, quickly drank and were scared away at the
slightest noise.  They were nervous to be out in the open so long.  But all of the
predators like the cheetahs also seemed a little skittish. Like they were waiting for an
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attack.  They watched as a log floated up to a thirsty lion. Snap! A crocodile jumped
out of the water, but the lion jumped back and ran away before the crocodile could get it.

“Cool!” exclaimed Mateo.

Noah shuddered,  “Creepy!  Sitting around watching all these nervous animals is
making me a little nervous.  And watching that crocodile makes me wonder if something
is in the bushes watching us right now.  Maybe we should collect our evidence and
leave.”

“What should we collect?” asked Sophie.

They all started looking around.  Mateo picked up a leaf from off a shrub.  “What
about this?” he asked.  “I think it kinda looks like an elephant’s ear.  And if Enna quizzes
us we can tell her about camouflage and predators and prey and watering holes.”

Sophie nodded and Noah shrugged.  “Sure,” they said, and the leaf went into the
evidence bag.

Then Sophie asked, “Where should we go next?”

“How about—,” started Mateo.

“Wait,” interrupted Sophie.  “You’ve had two turns already.  I think Noah or I
should pick the next spot.”  Mateo nodded reluctantly.

“I think penguins would be fun to see,” Noah answered, “but we’re not really
dressed for it.”  They all looked down at their summer clothes.

“Okay, then,” said Sophie, “How about the desert?”

“Aw, man,” complained Mateo, “we drive through the desert when we go to
Disneyland.  There’s nothing to see there.”

“Except it's not your turn and there are interesting animals in the desert.  Does
that sound okay to you, Noah?”

“Sure, let’s go.”

“Okay, Enna,” yelled Sophie, “take us to the desert!” The colors started to swirl.
As they disappeared from the savanna a lion cub jumped out from the bushes beside
them and pounced on a bug it had seen crawling along.

Lo�k��� fo� ��r�? Cli�� �n ��� li��s ����w �o ��n���u� yo�� ��n �u�m�� ��ve���r��...
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Tiny Book of Elephants printout

Zebra Craft
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hIT-YB3LEAzoLBcUcsIw7FQYyqHNF5Uh/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1iirF47GVu1FjjTbbfzgAf3D0ZU6ZS7KO/view?usp=sharing

