
“HEY,” MATEO CALLED. HE HAD REACHED THE LEDGE THAT LOOKED OVER THE WATER. “I
THINK I SEE SOMETHING. WAIT, I THINK IT'S, IT’S, I THINK IT’S A WHALE! COOL!”  HE STARTED TO LEAN
OVER MORE.

“WAIT, MATEO,” CALLED NOAH. THEY WERE RUNNING TO CATCH UP AND HAD ALMOST
REACHED HIM.  “DON’T LEAN OVER TOO FAR!” BUT JUST AS NOAH AND SOPHIE REACHED THE LEDGE,
MATEO FELL INTO THE WATER.

“AAAH!” SPLASH!

“OH, NO! WHAT DO WE DO?” SOBBED SOPHIE.

“ENNA!” NOAH SHOUTED.  “WHAT DO WE DO NOW? SAVE US! CAN YOU TAKE US SOMEWHERE
COMPLETELY DIFFERENT? NOW?!?”

THE COLORS STARTED TO SWIRL AND THE CHILDREN DISAPPEARED.

20



Chapter 5—Rainforest

All three children were sitting on leaves.  They were dressed again in their
summer clothes and the backpack was still on Noah’s back.

“Are you okay?” Noah asked Mateo.  “Are you hurt?”

“Yes, no, I’m fine,” Mateo replied.  “In fact, I’m not even wet.  Weird.”

“Definitely,” Noah responded and Sophie nodded.

“I’m so glad you’re okay,” Sophie reached over and hugged Mateo.  Then she
pulled away and hit him on the shoulder.  “Don’t do that again!” she yelled.

“Ow!  Sorry!” Mateo answered as he rubbed where he’d been hit.  They all
started to walk around and see where they were.  It was actually quite dark compared to
the blinding whiteness of the snow.  There was a lot of noise, but it was bird calls, and
twitters, and humming, and buzzing.  It was very noisy. And there was so much color!
Lots of different shades of green, and bright colors like red, pink, blue, orange, and
yellow.  Mateo thought it smelled like the greenhouse their mom visited when she
bought new plants.  “Where are we?” he asked his brother and Sophie.

“I don’t know,” Noah said, “but I did ask Enna to take us somewhere completely
different.  What’s completely different from the bottom of the world?”

“Well, since the top of the world looks pretty similar to the bottom, maybe we are
somewhere in the middle,” Sophie guessed.

“The middle?” Noah asked.  “You mean like close to the equator?”

Sophie shrugged and responded, “Sure, why not?”

“Cool!  Whatever!  I’m starting to get hungry,” said Mateo.  “Let’s grab something
and go home!”

“Wait a minute.  I think we’re in a rainforest. How often are we going to be able
to visit a rainforest?  I think we should look around a little,” Noah responded.

Mateo grumbled, but turned to look at where he was. Just like at the other
biomes, the more quiet and still the children were, the more they were able to see.  On
the ground there were so many plants they couldn’t see the dirt below.  They also saw
small animals and bugs walking around on the ground and part way up the trees.  As
they looked further up the trees they saw birds, snakes, lizards, and frogs.  Further up
the trees, they saw more birds and lizards, but they also saw a few monkeys.  They
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couldn’t even see the sun, because the top of the trees was so dense it made a canopy
that covered it all.

“I heard there are different layers in the rainforest. Let me think; there’s what
lives underground, what lives on the forest floor, then there’s the under something, then
another layer, and then the emerging layer because it comes out over the top of
everything else.  Something like that,” Sophie explained.

“Yeah, I heard that, too,” Noah replied.  “I think it was the understory layer, and
the canopy layer, and the emergent layer, right?”

“Yeah, that’s it!” Sophie exclaimed.  “And there are different plants and animals in
each layer because they get different amounts of sunlight. Like the top layer gets the
most so it had birds and plants that like the sun. But on the ground it has animals that
like the dark, because it doesn’t get much sunlight. Animals like bats and leopards and
stuff.”

“Cool!  Now that we all learned something, let’s grab some evidence and get
back to lunch,”  Mateo said.

“Mateo, what is wrong with you?  Don’t you like it here?”  Sophie questioned.

“It’s fine, but I’m hungry.  And, it’s not like we can’t come back another time,
right?  So someone grab something and we’ll get out of here.”

“Come on, Mateo,” urged Sophie.  “Look around.  I mean, look at that cute little
frog.  And look at all its pretty colors.” Sophie bent down and picked up the orange and
black and blue frog that was only a little bigger than an inch long.  “Eww, it’s a little
slimy.”

“Aaah!” screamed Mateo.  “What are you doing?  Drop that right now!”

Sophie was so startled, that she did drop the frog unintentionally and watched as
it hopped away.  “Mateo, what is wrong with you? You scared me.”

“Don’t you know what that is?  That’s a poison dart frog!”  Mateo screamed.

“What?” asked Noah.  “How do you know?”

“It’s a poison dart frog!  The native tribes around here use the frog slime to put on
darts to go hunting!” Mateo yelled.  “I saw a book about poison and darts and frogs at
the school library.  Of course, I read it!  Trust me, that’s a poison dart frog!  Call Enna!
Call Enna!”

Sophie started to cry.
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“Enna, we have more questions!” Noah yelled.

“Enna, where are you?” Mateo screamed.

“Why isn’t she coming?” Sophie cried.

Noah thought for a moment and then gasped.  “Oh, no!” He turned pale.  “When
Mateo fell in the water, I asked her how she could help.  I asked her if she could take us
somewhere different.  I asked her a question.  I used it up to save Mateo.”

“What do we do now?” Sophie asked.

Before Noah could take any time to think it through, Mateo grabbed a pod off of a
cocoa tree next to him and yelled, “Enna!  We’re done! We have all our evidence!”

“Well done.  You have finished your journey,” Enna appeared and said.  “Please
turn in your evidence.”

Noah slid the backpack off his back and opened it up while Mateo placed the
cocoa pod in front of Enna.  Noah took out the berries from the forest biome, the
elephant ear leaf from the savanna biome, and the feather from the desert biome and
placed them all in front of Enna.  But he couldn’t find the white rock.  Where was the
rock?  And then he realized, it wasn’t a rock.  It was a piece of ice and it had melted.
He dropped the bag at Enna’s feet.

“The rock melted.  I mean the rock wasn’t rock.  It was ice and it melted,” Noah
told the group.

“What do we do?” asked Sophie.

“Thank you for participating in this adventure,” Enna interrupted.  “To help ensure
that these biomes remain intact for future generations, your evidence will be returned to
where it was found.  Thank you for using the DCL Animal Encyclopedia.”  The berries,
the leaf, the feather, the bark, and the bag disappeared and Enna started to fade.

“Wait, Enna!” Noah called.  “Sophie touched the poison dart frog!  She’s in
danger and needs saving!”

Enna stopped fading and reappeared.  “You are never in real danger while
reading a book,” Enna replied.  “Reading is the safest way to travel.  You may always be
involved in the story, and never be harmed.”

“We were never in danger?” Mateo asked.  “Aw, nuts! It’s more fun if you’re in
danger.”

Sophie hit Mateo in the arm again.  “No,” was all she said.
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“Ow,” Mateo rubbed his arm and glared at Sophie.  She glared right back.  Mateo
turned away and looked at Enna.

“But wait, I wanted to take some of that stuff home. Like the feather maybe, the
feather was cool,” said Mateo.

“All evidence must be returned so future adventurers may have a similar
experience to yours.  As you travel to different places in the real world, photographs are
a good way to collect evidence of your travels without harming the environment around
you,” Enna responded.

“But we don’t have any cameras,” replied Noah.

“You have learned much and when you return home will find evidence of your
travels.”

Before anyone could ask anymore the colors swirled and the children
disappeared.
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Epilogue

The children were standing around in the attic with books scattered around the
outside of the trunk.  Mateo was holding the open encyclopedia in his hands.  He slowly
shut it.  As they looked down to start putting away the books, they saw some small
stuffed animals on the ground by their feet.

“These must be what Enna meant,” Noah said. “These look like what the library
is giving away this year as one of their Summer Reading prizes.”

“I call the tiger,” Mateo called out.

“But I’m confused,” said Sophie.

“By what?” Noah asked.

“We didn’t have all the evidence we needed.  We didn’t have the ice.  But Enna
said we had collected all the evidence.”

“Hey, I know the answer to that one,” Mateo responded. “We just needed to
collect something from each biome.  Enna didn’t say it had to be solid.  I think when the
ice melted, Enna counted the water it left on the bag.  When Noah dropped it down with
the rest of the evidence, Enna counted it.”

“Okay, so the only question I have left is what do we do now?” asked Sophie.

“First we need lunch!” Mateo declared.

“I heard the library has Magician Daniel doing a virtual show.  We should check
out the website after lunch,” Noah suggested.  “I heard they had lots of different things
to do, like a virtual zoo!”

“Cool!” said Mateo and Sophie and they all giggled as they closed the lid on the
trunk and walked down the stairs to the kitchen to find something to eat.
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Lo�k��� fo� ��r�? Cli�� �n ��� li��s ����w �o ��n���u� yo�� ��n �u�m�� ��ve���r��...

Rainforest Origami Frog instructions

Chocolate Science

Thanks for following the story of Sophie, Mateo, and Noah and their epic adventure!
Now you can continue with your own “Tails & Tales” by creating a story of your own.

AND...

Come back in July for more Summer Reading fun and
a chance to earn a mini stuffed animal!

AND...

Check out our website for more activities for the whole family!
Make sure you take a look at our virtual zoo!

AND...

Remember to turn in your finished reading tracker in August to claim a free book!
You can read more adventures when you check out your next book at the library!

Story was written by the children’s librarians of the Davis County Library.
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