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● NWSChat 2.0 (Slack): Access via 
browser, desktop, or mobile app.

● 24/7 access to our office 
meteorologists—it's like having one 
in your pocket!

● Join #wfo-salt-lake-city-ut to chat 
with us and 
#wfo-salt-lake-city-ut-datafeed to 
follow products.

● Note: Accounts are deactivated after 
7 months of inactivity; periodic 
re-validation will be required.

Communicate with us 24/7 through Slack
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Thursday, May 21 2026             Our Office
5 Lead Meteorologists, 1 
vacant

5 Meteorologists, 4 vacant

4 Managers

1 Senior Hydrologist

1 ITO and 1 OPL

3 Technicians



4

Davis County Town Hall
NWS Salt Lake City

Thursday, May 21 2026
What Else We Do

● NWS Operates and maintains 159 weather radars across the 
country, along with over 1,000 NOAA weather radio sites

● NWS owns and operates most weather satellites along with many 
weather models that feed your phone’s weather apps and the news 
stations

● NWS has the SOLE responsibility for issuing the nation’s 
watches/warnings/advisories
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Join Our Email Distribution List - Email alex.desmet@noaa.gov
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National Weather Service Overview

● We work 24/7 to protect lives and property. We provide all weather forecasts, watches 
and warnings for 25 counties in Utah as well as Uinta County, WY (public forecast). 
More can be found at weather.gov/slc. We provide weather radar data, weather 
observations and NOAA weather radio broadcasts as well as river flow and stage 
forecasting.

● SPOT weather forecasts (spot.weather.gov) are available viewing. Core partners can 
submit a request. These forecasts help with planning and response

●   Our Meteorologists are available to deploy to Emergency Operations Centers and the
  Northern Utah Interagency Fire Center to help with wildfire monitoring and response
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NWS Role in Wildfire

● Issue Fire Weather Watches and Red Flag Warnings

● Coordinate with GBCC prior to issuance of both

● Issue twice daily Fire Weather Planning Forecast (FWF)

● Dispatch Incident Meteorologists to large, complex wildfires across 
the country (IMETs)

● Maintain fire weather products on weather.gov/slc

● Meet with local partners at Interagency Fire Centers and other fire 
meetings across the state

● Provide heads up calls to dispatch centers for lightning and/or winds 
approaching a fire

● Produce SPOT forecasts for prescribed burns and wildfires (nearly 
700 specifically for fires in 2024)
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*NEW* PDS Red Flag Warning

PDS = Particularly Dangerous 
Situation

Reserved for:

● Forecast wind gusts in excess 
of 55 mph or greater, 
combined with RH below 10%, 
occurring for at least 3 hours.

 
● In the judgement of the 

forecaster, an extreme fire 
weather environment 
favorable for rapid fire spread 
potentially threatening 
population, transportation 
routes, etc… is expected. 
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Web Services - weather.gov/slc



10

Davis County Town Hall
NWS Salt Lake City

Thursday, May 21 2026
Web Services - Fire Weather
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Web Services - Fire Weather
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Clearing Index and Smoke Management

● Produce Clearing Index Forecast 2x Daily

● Smoke Management Forecast issued by 5am

● https://www.weather.gov/slc/ClearingIndex
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24/7 Support

● 24/7 Fire Weather Number:  801-524-5066

● Available for over the phone briefing during IA

● Planning: looking for favorable burning windows for rx

● Spot Weather Forecasts whenever needed!
○ spot.weather.gov
○ Curious how to submit a spot? Check out video on our 

YouTube page at youtube.com/nwssaltlakecity
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30 Day – Temp and Precip Anomaly
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Water Year Recap (Oct - Mar)
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Latest Drought Conditions

94% in severe 
drought

60% in extreme 
drought

1% in exceptional 
drought
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8-14 Day Outlook
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CPC Seasonal Outlook
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Seasonal Outlook - Above Normal Monsoon?

21 of 30 reservoirs are above the 
median
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Significant Fire Potential Outlook
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weather.gov/slcnws.saltlakecity.@noaa.gov 801-524-5133

 NOAA/National Weather Service
Salt Lake City Weather Forecast Office 

Thank You


